1   
Chalfont St Gilles, England, 23 July 1996
We waited for Neil to get back from his accountancy firm and slip into casual clothes like the rest of his unruly and delightful family.

2  

Wallingford, England, 24 July 1996

Elizabeth and David were thrilled by our visit. Their eldest son Simon was leaving that very day to teach English abroad, and for them this photo would be a memento of those last moments. Elizabeth is a lay minister at the village Methodist church, and retired accountant David looks after the home and the garden with usual meticulous care.

3 

 Benson, England, 24 July 1996
Philip, the local butcher, is the head of a family of men – four sons and not a daughter in sight, though Paula hasn’t given up hope. Who knows? Maybe in the new millennium ... They are all keen on sport, and we had trouble getting them to sit still long enough to take the photo.
4   
Wallingford, England, 24 July 1996
When we met Mike, he was making an arrest ...Privately Mike is into environmental protection. He collects anything to do with Indians and dolphins, while his wife’s interest is antique dolls, his daughter’s is rabbits, and his son loves football. A family bound up in their hobbies. As a real sleuth, Mike couldn’t help suspecting us (for a moment) of being burglars come to case the homes of our future victims!

5  
 Turville, England, 25 July 1996

They own a riding school that is very popular with children. They have 70 ponies and horses, and the walls of their home are covered with the countless trophies won by their pupils. Angela and her sister Diana work – gladly – seven days a week with the horses and riders, while Angela’s husband Danny has a job as production supervisor in a dairy factory. Their children were in the saddle before they could even walk.

7   
Ciloerwynt, Wales, 27 July 1996

“We like animals,” they chime in unison. Colin and Janet are farmers. They live with their children in a remote, verdant valley, and they hope “it’ll always be this way.”

9   
Dublin, Ireland, 28 July 1996

The Duffys have the circus in their blood. They’ve been on the road with tents and caravans for seven generations. Stephanie was a tiger trainer until her first child was born. This year she’s starting a trapeze act “because it’s less dangerous ...” Her husband David has been performing as a clown, trapeze artist and horse trainer since the age of six. Today he’s taken over from his father as ringmaster. The Duffys see the future through rose-tinted glasses, and are quite convinced that circuses will become very popular again in the new millennium.

10
 Trim, Ireland, 29 July 1996

They welcomed us to their B&B, run by Anne. Her husband gives her a helping hand as well as teaching the children of ‘travellers’, who never stay long in the same place, which makes their schooling something of a problem. Their hobbies are family musical evenings, reading and, above all, meeting the tourists who stay at their delightful inn.

11   

Trim, Ireland, 29 July 1996

Nothing in the world would persuade them to live in a house. This family of travellers, who make a living from collecting scrap metal and roaming the length and breadth of Ireland, ended up at the Trim campsite today. Their grandparents turned up to see them before heading back to another corner of Ireland in their own caravan ...

12  

Trim, Ireland, 29 July 1996

Housewife and divorcee Angela invited her sister Mary to join the family photo. They are very close, and Mary often helps Angela out at home. The children are heading for “great things” in sport, and we had trouble dragging twelve-year-old goalkeeper Enda from his football match for our photo. Angela would like “the children to work hard at school, so they can study and get good jobs.”

13  

Streamstown, Ireland, 30 July 1998

In their 125-acre farm, home to three generations, Lawrence and Anne breed racehorses. They have 25 right now, and the one in the photo has won several major races.

14  

Inis Thiar, Ireland, 31 July 1996

Stiofan gives guided tours of his island along stone-walled lanes in a horse-drawn cart, the only means of transport in this car-free place. He and his wife are very attached to Irish traditions, and nothing in the world would induce them to leave their isle. Every summer, Anne takes in students from every corner of the globe and teaches them Gaelic in this enchanted spot.

16
West Port, Ireland, 1 August 1996

Farming has been passed down  from father to son, and the family has been living in the same farm for four generations. Their hope? That Ireland becomes a country where there will never be war again.

18 
Oban, Scotland, 3 August 1996

Grandfather, father and children, three generations of fishermen. We photographed them just before they weighed anchor for three days at sea, fishing for shrimp. Grandmother and mother, both nurses at the Oban Hospital, refused politely to pose before a visit to their hair dresser… too bad !

19
Isle of Skye, Scotland, 5 August 1996

Seven-year-old Ruauridh isn’t quite sure yet whether he wants to play football for Scotland or be a drummer in a rock group. While Farquhar keeps the family restaurant running smoothly, Kirsteen teaches Gaelic singing at the local school and conducts the local choir, where all their children sing and play a traditional instrument.

20   
Dunkeld, Scotland, 5 August 1996

George is head chef in a large hotel, with a single passion that he shares with his whole family: golf. Seven-year-old Stuart, with a handicap of 25, plays regularly in competitions under the loving gaze of his parents, but Ewan doesn’t have a handicap rating yet. George is reckoned to be one of the best chefs of his generation, but regrets that cooking doesn’t allow him time to improve his handicap. Evelyn (handicap of 20) is the one who takes the children to their golf lessons.

21   
Biggar, Scotland, 6 August 1996
Music teacher Brian (enjoying his summer holidays) and English teacher Helena (on maternity leave) had completely forgotten that today was their wedding anniversary. They adore children in general and their own in particular, and hope that their next child will be a daughter, to redress the balance.

22
 Birmingham, England, 7 August 1996

Wendy and Andrew are motorbike enthusiasts, and members of a motorcycle club that organizes musical evenings to raise money for elderly people in the neighbourhood. While Wendy is taking driving lessons to get her motorcycle licence, Andrew has begun building a new side-car in his garden workshop.

23  

Eastbourne, England, 7 August 1996

Helen, Colin and their three daughters are all happy – not just because they’re on holiday, but also because they love being photographed. They’re hoping the English coast will be a bit sunnier in the new millennium (especially when they’re on holiday).

24
Flurlingen, Switzerland, 3 October  1996  
Daniela and Robert have just got back from a second honeymoon in Paris, after 13 years of marriage. "Life means family" for them, and their children seem to agree. Robert admits to us that he sometimes finds Switzerland too small to satisfy "their desire to know everything." He publishes photographic magazines and books, and travels a lot, while Daniela copes with getting their new home in order.

25
Feusisberg, Switzerland, 3 October 1996

Josef has a farm and 12 dairy cows, which he milks with classical music playing in the background – this is meant to relax the animals! Elisabeth sometimes helps, but is more involved with looking after their four children – and a fifth is on the way!

27
Lodano, Switzerland, 4 October 1996
Divorced artist Hans divides his time between bringing up his two “cowboys” and painting pictures of matchboxes, which show his particular sense of humour.

28   
Lodano, Switzerland, 4 October 1996

Recently divorced housewife Sabina is now bringing up her four children single-handedly. She lives in this small village of Lodano for the sake of her youngest son, who is affected by the pollution in big cities. She would like to open a bar, but for the time being her children’s education has priority. Her hobbies vary from season to season: riding in summer, pottery in winter.

29   
Würenlingen, Switzerland, 5 October 1996

They were all ready for a walk through the forest close to the campsite where they were spending their holidays. Erich, who spends his life in an office (he’s an accountant), and Margit both love nature ... it’s a bit late in the year, but the rather gloomy weather doesn’t stop them enjoying their hobbies of camping and family hikes.

30
Weissbad, Switzerland, 6 October 1996

This is a family that lives for music. Grandfather Sepp is a professional contractor, but above all a musician and composer. The whole family has followed his example and formed a professional group which performs regularly at traditional festivals.

32   
Maienfeld, Switzerland, 6 October 1996

Now a winegrower, Markus worked as a mechanic for many years. Sonja met him during the holidays she regularly spent in the village to help with the grape harvest. They planted their vines with their own hands 15 years ago and have little spare time for their favourite pastimes, which are making music together as a family and (for Markus) hunting chamois.

33   
Neustift, Austria, 7 October 1996

“In these parts we live more off tourism than farming,” Josef tells us. We bumped into him returning from his fields on his large tractor. He and his wife Anna-Marie sell farm produce – butter, eggs, and bread – and rent out guest rooms in their magnificent chalet.

34   
Neustift, Austria, 7 October 1996

Karl only got back from the mountains in the small hours. He’s a professional hunter, managing a section of the communal forest. We sampled the delicious chamois sausages prepared by his wife Gaby. Fourteen-year-old Patricia is still at school, and, like her parents, favours traditional dress.

36   
Weissenkirchen, Austria, 9 October 1996

The village is surrounded by vineyards, and everybody works in them. But the wine they produce no longer suffices to provide a living for the whole family, so Heide-Marie and Herbert have done up rooms as comfortable tourist accommodation, and are relying on increased tourism in this beautiful region ... which we were sad to leave after sampling a bottle or two.

37   
Tihany, Hungary, 11 October 1996

Bors was eager to pose with his family, but “first of all I’ve got to finish my work.” Which is quite normal, because Bors is mayor of the village ... and we’d disturbed him in the middle of a council meeting. Twelve-year-old István dreams of becoming a “great” basketball player, and maybe mayor “later on.”

38   
Sármellék, Hungary, 12 October 1996

Like all the village families, they’re farmers – wine-growers, in fact, living off their wine, vegetables, chickens and pigs ...

39   
Sármellék, Hungary, 12 October 1996

Szabó, mayor of the village, feels in a minority amidst “his” five women, representing five generations. They are the village’s living memory.

40   
Sármellék, Hungary, 12 October 1996

A family of ‘small’ winegrowers typical of these parts ... The two brothers live with their mother, wives and children in the family farm. They all work the vines together and grow vegetables in the kitchen garden. They took us on a tour of the vineyards in their ‘vintage 78’ Trabant. “Hungary is a Trabi paradise,” they explain – “ they use no oil or water, just a drop or two of two-stroke, and they keep going forever… ”

43
Timişoara, Rumania, 14 October 1996
Joiner Dezsö arrived with his three boys on his bicycle at the Baptist church where his wife was attending an anti-abortion lecture organized by American missionaries. She is expecting her fourth child any day, and is hoping they will finally have a daughter. We’re not sure if all five of them left on the same bicycle ...

44 
Timişoara, Rumania, 14 October 1996

For the past 20 years Borel has been both choirmaster at the Baptist church and conductor of the “ Jesus the Hope of Rumania ” association orchestra. Radica is a social worker. Their three daughters all go to music school and are a small orchestra of flute, violin and piano in themselves. After taking the photo, we were treated to a real concert, just for us, in the church nave.

45

Timişoara, Rumania, 14 October 1996

Petru is the very active priest at the Baptist church. He met his wife Gina at university, where she was studying chemistry and he engineering. They worked as engineers for ten years before both turning to religion and studying theology in London. Back in Rumania, Petru took this priest’s job, but they are still studying together to obtain PhDs in theology. The little spare time they do have is spent with their children Anka and Paul, who already speak fluent English and are excellent pupils.

46
Bucharest, Rumania, 16 October 1996

Florin and Gina are geophysical engineers specializing in the study of earthquakes. They work about 20 km [12 miles] from Bucharest in a small town entirely given over to research and patrolled by soldiers with machine guns perched in watchtowers. Their son Mihai is a specialist in family trees, which he draws up at the request of his clients, who include members of the government, artists and businessmen ...

48
Bucharest, Rumania, 16 October 1996

Ion is a much acclaimed painter in his special field. He graduated from the Academy of Arts in 1985, and paints “modern” icons on glass and wood. These are regularly exhibited in major Rumanian galleries, and can be found in many European and American collections.Young Radu shows himself in a slightly excentric fashion, quite normal for a future artist ! 

50
Bucharest, Rumania, 16 October 1996

Mihai, here with his wife, parents and dog, is a TV cameraman, and a photographer in his spare time. He offered us a photography handbook he wrote, but unfortunately we haven’t been able to make the most of it, as it’s written in Rumanian ...

51
Măgurele, Rumania, 17 October 1996

Florin is a research assistant at the Bucharest cartographic institute. Surrounded by “his women” – his wife, his mother, his grandmother, his sister-in-law and his daughter – they all pose in the family garden. As we leave, eleven-year-old Raluca gave us her own visiting card. She’s a member of the Rumanian radio children’s choir. Her younger brother is more interested in football.
52
Daraşti, Rumania, 17 October 1996

George is a truck driver. He lives with his wife and children, mother, mother-in-law and brother-in-law in a house surrounded by a large kitchen garden, where the women grow the bulk of what they need to eat day-to-day.

54
Strehaia, Rumania, 18 October 1996

The grandfather is 38, the father 20 and the first son five years old ... The gypsies of Rumania marry  traditionally from the age of 14 and they are the wealthiest inhabitants of this small town, where they build luxurious homes resembling Indian palaces. Their “business” is handed down from father to son. Twenty-year-old Mihai’s business card describes him as a “manager” … but of what ? We never found out.
55
Ohot, Hungary, 19 October 1996

They were busy plucking geese. The whole family works on the farm, where they rear poultry for the table. The photo session was a lot of fun, and Thomas, the father, insisted on offering us a freshly plucked goose.

56
Budapest, Hungary, 20 October 1996

Tünde, who is divorced, sells therapeutic products at meetings organized among friends. Today is their last day in their downtown apartment. They’re moving to nicer surroundings in the country. Áron’s sneakers are not made of Dalmatian skin!

57
Pully, Switzerland, 23 October 1996

Jean-Christophe and Marie-France are respectively a chemistry teacher and a specialist in speech defects. They have very busy schedules, and family weekends are special moments for them both. “The family? It’s a blessing and a source of happiness.”

58
Stia, Italy, 8 December 1996

Alessandro is a fashion photographer who has discovered the charm of old cameras and is happiest working with this 4” x 5” camera. His photos are witty and as stylish as he himself, his fashion designer wife Simona and their daughters.

59 
Pratovecchio, Italy, 8 December 1996

Anne, Gunther and their children are street artists. They perform at village markets, local events and during the end-of-year holidays. Their project for the new millennium is to build their own ‘old-style’ caravan, drawn by two horses, and travel the length and breadth of Italy on country roads and perform wherever they’ll find an opportunity.

61
Siena, Italy, 9 December 1996

Ettore, an Italian graduate in agricultural studies turned model, met Sherelisa, an American model, during a fashion show in Milan. Ettore’s sister is married to an Afro-American, and the couples have little girls born the same day. A nice take on intermarriage !

63
Siena, Italy, 11 December 1996

Ciefi’s good humour seems fathomless, and is definitely catching. They are a radiant family, whom we roused from bed at 7 a.m. for the photo call. Ciefi’s first love is good food (preferably Italian), followed by fashion (he owns a shop in the middle of Siena). Erminia for her part likes fashion. She is a designer in a major ready-to-wear house.Their four-year-old son Pietro hasn’t quite decided yet what he likes ...

65
Marina di Grosseto, Italy, 11 December 1996

It was raining cats and dogs, but like a true fisherman, Luciano wasn’t bothered by a little rain. He’s seen plenty on his patched-up boat. Sixteen-year-old Fabio often goes to sea with him, but he’s not altogether sure he wants to be a fisherman and continue the family tradition !.

66
Sacrofaro, Italy, 12 December 1996

Constanze the German and Antonio the Sicilian are both journalists who fled Rome’s traffic jams and set up home in this historic village, where the air is pure and the streets are for pedestrians.

67
Rome, Italy, 12 December 1996

The photo session nearly didn’t happen, because of the start of a Mafia godfather’s trial! TV journalist Piero is covering the event live and can’t leave the law courts, but Natalia practically threatened him with divorce if he didn’t dash back home for their family photo. Where he showed up for 5 minutes only but with a giant bunch of flowers for his wife…

68
Naples, Italy, 12 December 1996

Elio Ambrosio runs a family business, a communications agency where he works with his three children. Andrea has slipped on a denim jacket out of solidarity with her fiancé, the only person not wearing a suit.

69
Naples, Italy, 13 December 1996
Decorating is their trade, and they’re passionate about it. They come from Naples and feel very happy here. Their hope for the new millennium: “That life is always this good!”

70
 Naples, Italy, 13 December 1996

Anna and Ernesto have twelve children, four of whom still live with them at home amid the ruins of the famous Roman Parca Virgiliana, more commonly known as Lovers’ Park on account of its popularity with Neapolitan courting couples. Ernesto has been the caretaker of this park for 16 years. They are hoping that their children will remain at home with them for many years to come. The whole family loves Mamma’s Neapolitan cooking ...

72
Milo, Italy, 15 December 1996

Rosario und his family do lots of things: they are lumberjacks, produce charcoal and honey. They all pitch in, which makes for a real family business.

73
 Lepenic, Albania, 17 December 1996

Meshtane and Senani will celebrate their golden wedding anniversary in 2000. They are retired farmers, now living off the fruit and vegetables from their garden. They also look after their two grandchildren, whose parents are in the city looking for work ...

74
Lepenic, Albania, 17 December 1996

Bedri is the happy owner of a second-hand van, and a carrier in a country where the roads are rough ... but he’s used to it, and does very well. He lives with his mother, his mother-in-law, his wife and their four children. He sees the future with an optimistic eye: “Albania will pull through,” he says.

75
Brataj, Albania, 17 December 1996

Esat is a “bisnesman,” as his business card announces. He runs a small general store, while his wife runs a café-bar in this tiny village linked to the rest of the world by an ancient and temperamental bus. By 2000, they’re hoping “to have a chance to visit other countries and peoples.”

76
Lepenic, Albania, 17 December 1996

He has 50 sheep, a new home tiled throughout, an abundance of sofas, fluorescent plastic plants, a fridge, a TV, a huge satellite dish and an electric hotplate that’s hooked up in the bedroom because there isn’t a socket in the kitchen. Mufit makes a good living from the cheese, butter and yoghurt he makes. He’s hoping to increase his flock, and he’s relying on his children to help him in the sheepfold.

82
 Katerini, Greece, 21 December 1996

Katsigianis is an Orthodox priest, bringing up his two boys on his own since his wife’s death, and hoping that they too will become priests, as has been the family tradition for generations. For the time being, the children’s only interest is basketball; they play every day and already see themselves as champions.

84
Istanbul, Turkey, 23 December 1996

A family that likes horses. Former jockey Özdemir now owns stables. He’s also an engineer, an import-export businessman and the oldest member of the Jockey Club. His sister Esin was the first woman jockey in the world. The children only ride for fun.

85
Istanbul, Turkey, 23 December 1996

Engin has a degree in medicine and works long hours in a clinic. We waited until late in the evening to get the whole family together. His dream is to set up his own practice and have a little more time to look after his nearest and dearest.

86
Seres, Greece, 2 January 1997

We met them in a local restaurant, where they were having their “ weekly family dinner ”. 

Aibatziahs is a policeman, but as soon as he has any spare time he spends it with his family.

His wife is busy taking care of their 3 children, who still go to school.

87
Melnik, Bulgaria, 3 January 1997

The family has been ‘in wine’ for 80 years, and the three men of the house are carrying on the family tradition.They hold wine-tastings for Bulgarian tourists discovering the region and its famous red wine. Grosda, the mother, has kept her job in the town hall. That’s where she met her future husband 26 years ago; he’d come to deal with an inheritance problem. They’d like Melnik to become a major tourist centre, and lots of sun for their vines.

88
Rila, Bulgaria, 4 January 1997

When Olga is at work in a nearby paper factory and Stefan is on duty as a policeman, they get grandmother to look after young Stoyan. “My mother lives with us, it’s much easier for everyone,” Olga tells us. The whole family is proud of their Trabant, even so it’s  “out of service ” since quite a while and remains only for decorative purposes in front of the house. 

89
Rila, Bulgaria, 4 January 1997

Marianna is a high school maths teacher. Dimitri teaches drawing at a school for problem boys. “Usually they’re young adolescents that need to find a place in society, and it’s not always easy,” Dimitri tells us. He goes on: “ ... with the new democratic president, maybe we’ll have more money, so we’ll be able to help and guide them better.”

90
Rila, Bulgaria, 4 January 1997
It all began nearly 20 years ago with a photo competition: Manuel won it with a portrait of his fiancée Nadia ... He became a wedding photographer, while she teaches biology and chemistry at the local high school. Their son Constantin is attracted by the idea of becoming a “ famous footballer ”, while the daughters may go “ into modelling ”. Both grandmothers love being surrounded by all these young people.

91
Smuchevo, Bulgaria, 4 janvier 1997

71-year-old Dimitri and 67-year-old Slavka seem as much in love as on their wedding day in 1955. Dimitri is a retired builder who now looks after his kitchen garden, a few chickens and his donkey. Their 3 children are all married and live in town.

92
Smuchevo, Bulgaria, 4 January 1997
Petia, a student who speaks English, was very helpful in getting us together with people in the village, where nobody else speaks a foreign language. Like all the women hereabouts, her mother and her grandmother are very busy in their vegetable garden to keep the family alive. 

96
Near Skopje, Macedonia, 5 January 1997

Nuri lives alone with her children in a small Albanian community in temporary ‘housing’ beside the road leading to Skopje. She ekes out an existence with help from the community and family.

97 
Skopje, Macedonia, 6 January 1997

Boris and Stoiena are busy getting ready for Orthodox Christmas. We took the photo amid decorations and cakes cooking in the oven. Boris is an engineer in the timber industry. Stoiena is now housewife since giving up her little  fabric store and the youngsters are employed in a hotel and drugstore.

98
Skopje, Macedonia, 6 January 1997

The whole family works ... Land surveyor Miroslav proudly clutches his rule; his wife Nadia is a shop assistant, and shows us the leather dolls her daughters make in their spare time. Liliana, pictured with her briefcase, is an architect and real estate agent, while Slavica is an Italian interpreter. The two girls are hoping to find husbands by 2000. Those interested take note!
100
 near Kraljevo, Yugoslavia, 7 January 1997
They invited us to share their Orthodox Christmas meal. They have been farmers and livestock-breeders for three generations in the village and showed us round all the farm buildings after we sampled their home-made produce: ham, salami, cheese, vegetables, fruit – and schnaps!

521
Paris, France, 5 March 1998
Eric is the father of two children, and runs a photographic and press relations agency in Paris, while his wife Karine  presents the weather forecast on the first around-the-clock news station in France.

522
Boulogne,  France, 5 March 1998 
Jean-Pascal, editor of medical publications and a keen traveller, adventurer and “cross country” motor biker is also a concerned father. “The family generates hope, happiness but also anxiety!” he says.

Valerie quit her job as a real estate agent to take care of  her children.

The two “big ones” Alexandre an Nicolas are still at school but already very fashionable. 

523
Blois, France, 3 May 1998

They met through accounting, which they were studying together, and today they run a large accounting office. Jean and Martine think of the third millennium as an age of happiness and leisure. They are bringing this promised bliss forward by regularly spending lots of time in the country, and playing golf as a family.

524
Chouzy-sur-Cisse, France, 4 May 1998

Christine, Antoine and the whole family were leaving the birthday lunch they’ve organized for their grandmother’s 70th birthday. They play tennis and go cross-country biking with the whole family (except the grandmother), and live in this part of the Loire for professional reasons, but their shared dream is to head for the south, maybe Spain ... for the sun, and because of Antoine’s roots in Madrid.

525
Saint-Philibert, France, 6 May 1998



After trying his hand at raising abalones for the Japanese market, Antoine has specialized in clams, which you can sample in the restaurant run by his wife Elizabeth, whom he met at school. Both their daughters loathe shellfish. When asked “Did you know you look like Robert Redford?” Antoine answers, blushing, “Yes, but unfortunately it’s only old ladies who tell me so” - a regret which reassures Elizabeth.

526
Saint-Pierre-de-Quiberon, France, 5 May 1998

“Death at sea is gentle,” Armand tells us, and he knows what he’s talking about, having survived three shipwrecks in 25 years as a local fisherman. On the last occasion, one Christmas night, he stayed four and a half hours on the upturned hull of his boat before being saved in the nick of time. As successors to four generations of fisherman two of his sons have inherited his love of the sea, one having joined the navy, the other the merchant navy at Quiberon.   Armand et Catherine  are both keen marathon runners, and both have run and finished in respectable positions in the famous New York Marathon. Armand’s afraid that technology will replace human beings and put an end to local trades and crafts. So, for him, there’s a big question mark hanging over the third millennium.

528
Belz, France, 6 May 1998

This family has been involved in inshore fishing for several generations. Georges has handed on the reins to his son, and now spends his time gardening.  Éliane loves meeting people, especially artists visiting the region. Their two daughters help her to run the family bistro.

531
Bordeaux, France, 10 May 1998

Didier used to work in the aerospace industry, where he was involved with the development of the “plasma torch.” Then he became director of a company that recycles plastic waste, which is turned into “black glass” by this torch. Marie-Claire wears earrings made of small samples of this glass ... She’s a solicitor at the court. “My work takes up a lot of my time,” she explains, adding, “ ... but the family always comes first.” Each of their children has future plans. Aurélie (17 and owner of the pipe her father gave her, which he keeps borrowing back) is reckoning on “many years of study”; Flore (15) wants to be a doctor; and Thomas sees himself as a surfer, poet or poet-engineer (to please his father).

532
Listrac-Médoc, France, 10 May 1998

Even Maelis, the young daughter, was allowed a glass of 1990 Château Fourcas-Dupré s to drink a toast to the family photo! “With good grapes you make good wine!” is the key to Patrice’s philosophy. His great grandfather started in wine by planting a vineyard in Tunisia. The new millennium? “God helps those who help themselves! Let’s be responsible!”

533
Bordeaux, France, 10 May 1998
Francis is a town planner, a keen reader and a great collector of newspapers, which he doesn’t have time to read. He also appreciates the local speciality, claret! Martine is an ethnologist by training and sociologist by profession, and likes swimming and jogging. Their children have a range of plans, none of them that definite as yet, that include architect, languages, football champion! “May all families fight to have human rights respected, tolerance, and respect for others ... ” is their message.

534
Bordeaux, France 11 May 1998

“If I’d had a boy, I’d have had to teach him football ... ” Sales manager of the port of Bordeaux, Loïc is also a father and a happy, organized man with four women at home. The appointment for the photo was made at 7 o’clock in the morning, just before Claire, who runs a human resources agency, the children and Loïc went off to do their various things.

535
Cudillero, Spain, 13 May 1998

When we met this English family, they were travelling round Spain in a camper. Unemployed coal miner Paul and housewife Claire are hoping that their savings will last long enough to tour the whole Mediterranean. “Don’t worry about tomorrow, just enjoy every day” is their philosophy. By 2000, they’d like a second child, “hopefully a boy!”

536
Cudillero, Spain, 13 May 1998

“Toda la vida means ‘we’ve always known each other’,” Oscar told us. He remembers dandling Féliza, who was then two, on his knees when he was a teenager ... Since then, they have married and had three children. The youngest child, who’s 18, still lives at home. Retired fisherman Oscar helps Féliza with the guest-rooms they let out.

537
Lugo, Spain, 14 May 1998

We found them in their meadow, busy making hay for their 20 cows and calves. Helped by their children, José and Maria also grow maize and all sorts of vegetables in their kitchen garden. The family has lived for five generations in this hamlet of a dozen houses,  with the same amount of  inhabitants  23-year-old Dionisio was bothered by the inquisitorial way his parents looked at him, and didn’t dare tell us about hi<possible family plans.

538
Rio Torto Lugo, Spain, 14 May 1998

Manolo and Pilar are farmers. They are the third generation to work the farm, but there may well not be a fourth, because their son is studying maths and is happier at university. Cousin Antonio, who helps them get the fodder in for the winter, was born in their house. He’s still unmarried, and very happy as a bachelor. “It’s much more peaceful without a wife,” he says. In the new millennium, they are hoping for “Salud, Trabajo y Paz” – Health, Work and Peace!

539
Montalegre, Portugal, 14 May 1998

Fifty goats, 20 horses, 15 cows, and vines all round the house. “Lots of work and not much money,” comments 77-year-old José, who lives with his 50-year-old niece. On the day of the photo, his nephew, an electronics student on vacation, was giving them a helping hand.

540

Montalegre, Portugal, 14 May 1998

After spending a while in Luxembourg, where they met, Marie-Josée and Daniel came back to their homeland. 16 years ago they opened an inn, which is run by Marie-Josée, while her contractor husband works for the Geres National Park. The grandfather of this very close-knit family climbed straight up on to the low wall to help us organize our gear – proof of his youthfulness and vigour!

541
Braga, Portugal, 14 May 1998

If you ask Jean-Yves what his wife does, he replies, straight-faced, “My wife’s in prison.” In fact they are both ethnologists teaching at Braga university, and Manuella is carrying out research on families in prison. Jean-Yves is studying water-diviners, and admits to having a thing about Tintin. The new millennium? “May things go on as they are today. We’re very happy!”

542
Lisbon, Portugal, 16 May 1998

They met ten years back in the house where we photographed them, which is where they spend their weekends. Miguel learnt French from comic-strips, his favourite pastime. He wanted to be a painter, but became an anthropologist instead, and is writing a book about Brazil, which he hopes to have finished by 2000. “I’ll be 40 by then, and it’s also the 500th anniversary of the discovery of Brazil.” Antonio has written a book about places of pilgrimage in Portugal, and is a keen gardener. His companion says of him: “He’s a dreamer, he doesn’t really belong in this century!”

544
Mértola, Portugal, 17 May 1998
We met her with her three daughters in a bistro sampling the local speciality, tiny snails, served by the plateful. Maria is a zootechnical engineer who also gives agricultural courses, and is planning to develop tourism in her region. Her husband died in a car crash, and when you ask her what her greatest love is, she replies in a flash: “Life!”

547
Morella, Spain, 20 May 1998

Fidel transports cattle, and loves meeting people on his travels. Isabel is a hostess in a restaurant, and likes human contact. Their children for their part dream of working in public relations. Quite clearly, the whole family’s motto is “Talk, talk, communicate!” And the new millennium? “Live each day to the full!”

548
Cadaqués, Spain, 22 May 1998

Spanish teacher Danielle and nursing auxiliary Daniel live in Gaillac (France) and were on holiday when we met them. Both are in love with Spain, but not for the same reasons – she loves the culture and Spanish people, he the paella and tapas bars. They want to be able to move here permanently one day, by the new millennium.

550
Olot, Spain, 23 May 1998

They work as lawyers in Barcelona all week. At weekends, they run a clothing shop in Olot, the village where they were born. Antoni and Viviana see their future in terms of travel and ... HAPPY!

551
Olot, Spain, 23 May 1998



Tony, his chica, and their baby. He’s a Dadaist, proud of having spent time with Salvador Dalí for many long years. He regards his Harley-Davidson as a moving sculpture, which he exhibits when he travels. A highly sensitive poet, musician and painter, he was moved to tears a few minutes before the photo – he’d just won the cup for the most beautiful bike at the bikers’ rally, where we met him…

552
Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, France, 25 May 1998

José is a gypsy and his home is called La Roulotte [The Caravan]. His wife Marinette is not a gypsy, and she doesn’t like the discrimination she’s suffered among the gypsies and in her own family, ever since the day she married José. A tricky situation that has further welded the bonds between this very close-knit couple. They’ve decided not to roam any more, but to settle in Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, to make it easier for their daughters to attend school. Like the elders of his family, José makes old-style horse-drawn caravans, both life-size and miniature. For them the “family” also means uncles, aunts, cousins, godparents and friends. The photo also shows José’s sister and her daughter.

553
Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, France, 25 May 1998

 “Pépé La Fleur”,  is the Gypsy King.  It’s in this capacity that he settles disagreements, negotiates with public bodies and takes decisions for the community. He has the privilege of carrying the Bible beside the statue of St. Sara, patron saint of gypsies, during the Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer procession. He thinks it’s a pity caravans are drawn by cars and says, (half-)jokingly: “Nowadays, when you have a flat tyre, you’ve got to mend it, whereas in the old days when a horse broke a leg, you ate it!” In 2000, his wife and he will be celebrating their golden wedding anniversary with their 13 children and 70 grandchildren – the numbers may well rise between now and then ...

554
“Le Mas de Peint,” Camargue, France, 26 May 1998

To “please the swallows,” Jacques and Lucille hope that nature won’t change in the Camargue. They live in a splendid farmhouse, let out superb guest-rooms, rear 300 bulls, and grow rice and wheat. They kindly gave us a little of their time, despite a massive assault by midges during the shoot, which made it hard to smile.

555
Nîmes, France, 27 May 1998

Their first meeting dates back to the School of Fine Arts, where Olivier “sketched” her for six months before being “drawn.” They live in a house that they’ve decorated entirely on their own in the middle of Nîmes. Olivier has a grand scheme to smarten up the neighbourhood. His hobby is the “sculpture house” in the Ardennes which he’s been working on for years.  Mélanie educates her children and runs a drawing and painting studio for local children. “The family is a basis, they say, it’s the family that teaches us how to live in a community!”

556
Caluire, France, 29 May 1998

They both have demanding freelance jobs, she’s a model, he makes films. Their house stands in the middle of a large garden filled with flowers, a safe haven from a hectic life punctuated by frequent absences. “The family is the most visible result of love,” Guy tells us.

557
Lyons, France, 29 May 1998

The stock exchange and marketing – two stressful lines of work for Marc and Brigitte, who relax by listening to music and being with their family. They all play an instrument, from piano to flute by way of the drums. Marc is also a painter. His pictures seem to describe the nightmares of a stockbroker (a strictly personal view!). Their only wish for the new millennium is “that we go on being happy!”

558
Lyons, France, 29 May 1998

As a travelling salesman, Denis is on the road a lot and no longer has time for his favourite sport, martial arts. Catherine works long hours in a photo agency. She relaxes “by hoovering,” she says with a laugh. They do their utmost to devote their weekends to their children, and dream of having a larger flat in the very pleasant Lyons neighbourhood which they call “our village in the city”. Six-year-old Julia is a Spice Girls fan, and has all their paraphernalia.

559 
Brussels, Belgium, 15 June 1998

 
His message for the new millennium: ”Let’s be citizens of the world, beyond all kinds of prejudices and divisions.” Hervé is divorced, and the managing director of a costume jewellery company. He’s already thinking about how to mark the new millennium. “No way I’ll be having a party. I’d rather start 2000 meditating in a Buddhist monastery!”

560
Buzet, Belgium, 15 June 1998

They met at mass when they were teenagers, “which really motivated me to go to all the Sunday services,” says Marie-Hélène. She presents a TV programme for young parents, and draws lots of inspiration from her own little family. Every year they organize another honeymoon without the children. At the time of our photo, they were looking for a New Year’s Eve idea that would be “a bit special” for the new millennium ...

561
 Antwerp, Belgium, 16 June 1998


“My work is a dream. It’s through my work that I met Renate, my muse, my wife and mother of my children.” Patrick is a fashion designer, and Renate was his model for a series of dolls made for a fashion show at the Antwerp Academy, where he teaches fashion. The new millennium? “We’ve got plenty of dreams! Two more children, some wonderful journeys with them, a shop of our own ... ”

562
Brussels, Belgium, 16 June 1998

“May there be tolerance among all the world’s families, may they fight for their dignity against all kinds of oppression,” is the hope/message of Betty and Jean-Marc. Betty teaches ethics at primary school and Jean-Marc is an electrical engineer. They both have a dream that they’d like to come true as soon as their last child has finished at primary school. It is to move to Crete, where they go regularly to look for a house.

563
Lasne, Belgium, 14 June 1998

They have something in common – they both have family jobs. David works with his father, who runs a service station, Axelle works with her father and brother, who are importers and distributors of Rollei equipment. Their spare time revolves around their young daughter.

564
Brussels, Belgium, 17 June 1998

Every evening the family ends up on a wire 30 feet above the ground. They’ve been acrobats for generations. Originally from Moscow, they spend ten months a year travelling the world.

565
Brussels, Belgium, 17 June 1998

They fell in love at first sight in Paris. They’ve been married for 20 years, and are now a large and very close-knit family. Samir has an international reputation as the major dealer in antique African art. Above all, he’s madly in love with his own collection of objects. The only thing that can compete with this passion is his love for his family. The thing that satisfies him most of all is African art finding its way into the Louvre. “It will finally be recognized for what it really is, the first art, copied by contemporary artists.” 

566
Rosmalen, The Netherlands, 18 June 1998

For several years Rob and Kelly lived in England, where they met in a pub. They went back to Holland to have their family there. Rob has opened a photographic equipment shop and loves taking photos of concerts, especially of heavy metal groups. His passion for music is shared by his wife. “I’m very family-minded and love looking after the children,” Rob says before adding, “We must all respect other people’s lifestyles.”

568
Rosmalen, The Netherlands, 18 June 1998

“Holland will play and win the final against Brazil.” We’re in the thick of the World Cup, and Ron is a diehard supporter of the national team. Henriette has just set up a taxation and accounting consultancy agency. They live very happily and comfortably in a neighbourhood full of greenery.
569
 Beesd, The Netherlands, 19 June 1998


In the land where the bicycle is king, Maike takes her children to school by bike. Eric, in sales by profession, got into sport three years ago to lose weight. He has since become an excellent triathlete and organizes lots of meetings in the region. With their 3 children they are quite an exception in a country where 2 of them seems to be the rule!
570
Beesd, The Netherlands, 19 June 1998

Renowned bakers come from all over the Netherlands and from other European countries to buy organic flour traditionally ground in this magnificent windmill, built in 1826 by Henk’s ancestors. Their dream for the new millennium is “to have a little sister for the two boys!”

571
Rumpt, The Netherlands, 19 June 1998

The daily round for Willem, Bea and their three children involves looking after their sheep, rabbits, dogs, cats, chickens and the 50 cows which produce 2,000 litres of milk a day. Once a city girl, Bea wouldn’t change her “country” life, surrounded by her family and nature, for anything in the world. She’s looking forward impatiently to the weekend, when she and Willem are going dancing at the dance hall in the next village.

574
Harlingen, The Netherlands, 20 June 1998

“Make sure our photo is next to an African family!” is Bart and Nelly’s request. We encountered them on their lifeboat converted to a pleasure craft ... It acts as their terrace, because their house 50 feet away doesn’t have one. This is where they spend Sunday afternoons with the family. Married for 18 years and very close, they’re planning to travel round the world by way of a second honeymoon ...

575
Hamburg, Germany, 21 June 1998
“I started wondering about the new millennium 15 years ago. Today, I’m a very lucky man, I’ve got a wonderful wife and children,” Sacha tells us. Originally from Burundi on his mother’s side, he grew up and studied ethnology in Germany, where he’s a TV journalist. “I like football and music, but I have hardly any time for either.” Midwife Annette decided to have her children at home. Her dream is to have “a cabin near the Baltic, even if there’s no water or electricity.”

577
Hamburg, Germany, 21 June 1998

Marie, who’s only eight, already has some pretty clear ideas about things, for example she doesn’t like the Euro because it’s better to keep traditional currencies, and she’d like to work as a circus artiste. Her parents Irm and Klaus both work in the arts, mummy is an art teacher at the high school, and daddy runs a cultural centre in Hamburg. We “intercepted” their rented boat on the Alster, where they often take to the water on Sunday afternoons.
578
 Middelfart, Denmark, 22 June 1998

The parents run a private school. The whole family (including the dog) clearly has the same taste in clothes! Today is the start of the summer holidays, and, as they do every year, they’re getting ready to head for the south of France. They’ll be bringing back a few bottles of the latest ‘in’ drink here, red wine! “In the new millennium, we’d like Europe to be more united, and open to the eastern countries.”

579
Fåborg, Denmark, 24 June 1998



They are both photographers. Steen runs the shop and Ilse takes wedding photos and children’s portraits either in the studio or in their small garden specially prepared with plants and flowerbeds. They adopted Claudia and Camilla in Sri Lanka when the girls were just a few months old. Today the girls feel totally Danish. Their favourite pastime is taking their boat and making family trips to the numerous little islands in the region. “I’d like to be a millionaire by 2000,” 19-year-old Claudia tells us with a broad smile.

580
Copenhagen, Denmark, 24 June 1998

Nadja’s profession as a painter allows her plenty of free time to devote to her son Bror. She’s travelled a lot for her painting and thinks that the world’s going to change. “It’ll be multiracial, and there’ll be much more togetherness.” Recently divorced from writer Peter, they all came together as a family for the photo session.

581

Copenhagen, Denmark, 24 June 1998

The list of Tony’s painting exhibitions is impressive – he’s been painting since he was three! His pictures are inspired by the forests of his native land, filled with the mysterious light of the undergrowth. He lives in the city, far from where he was born, and has planted a miniature forest in his garden which is vital for his well-being. Elisabeth, whom he married two years ago, organizes exhibitions for children in Copenhagen. They each have a daughter from previous marriages, and see the future of their international family with plenty of optimism and good humour.

582
Tastrup, Denmark, 25 June 1998
Lars and Maj-Britt love children, leisure activities and the outdoor life. They often go camping and never stay in the same place twice. They both work in a hospital complex and would like to see more concern for the elderly. "Let's help them, let's not pass them by without seeing them." Chaline - 16 years' old - cannot wait to see her little brother.
583
Vejbystrand, Sweden, 25 June 1998
Claes is a bit of a jack-of-all-trades, and lives off this and that, even a little Sunday painting. In a more serious vein, he does sometimes work as an electrician on a platform in the North Sea off Norway. Yvonne is working towards a diploma as a guidance counsellor for young people. For the time being they make the most of their holidays, their daughter and their grandmother, and they work in their vegetable garden.

585
Vejbystrand, Sweden, 26 June 1998

It’s their wedding anniversary today and they’re in a hurry to meet up with their friends to celebrate it. They own a furniture store and play golf as a family when they find the time, apart from Henning, who prefers skateboarding.

586
Trondheim, Norway, 1 July 1998

“I’ m a student, and I’d like to be a student all my life,” Linda tells us with a smile. She wants to be a teacher, preferably with deaf-mute children. Linda lives on her own with her two children in downtown Trondheim, but she’s surrounded by neighbouring families. This evening they’re going to watch their local football team in action – the best in Norway, in her opinion. “If we win, the whole town will take to the streets to celebrate.”

588
Trondheim, Norway, 2 July 1998

For Torleif, his work is his passion. He’s a cybernetics researcher, and he’s also involved with computer simulation and other types of mathematical modelling. Bjorg looks after old people in a social centre. Every family member has a favourite sport – football for the son,  running for the mother, orienteering (with map and compass) in Norway’s huge forests for the daughter, and cross-country skiing for the father. In the new millennium, Bjorg would like her husband to extend their house “at last.”

590
Ulvangen, Norway, 3 July 1998 

They’re teachers, working in small country schools hereabouts, where the villages are more like houses scattered in the forest.  The teachers are not happy about the poor cultural programmes in this thinly populated area.  Their dream, when the children are grown up, is to go off and live in other parts of the world, work for a humanitarian organization, or teach. For the new millennium, they chorus: “Start thinking global!”

591
Arvidsjaur, Sweden, 4 July 1998

Lotta is well-known in the Arvidsjaur region, where she’s something of a voice for the forest Samis. She introduces Swedes and foreigners alike to how her people live, in complete harmony with nature. Her husband tends their herd of 500 reindeer, with which they migrate towards the coast to spend the long dark winter period.

593
Arvidsjaur, Sweden, 4 July 1998

The Westerlunds devote their energies to the destitute. They are very concerned by every sort of social and economic issue at the end of this millennium. Gun-Britt works for an agency that helps unemployed people, and Ulf manages a welfare center clinics. Their family has all sorts of leisure activities which include the saxophone, snowboarding, snowmobiles, fishing, cross-country skiing – and winter golf on the frozen lake (with red balls!).

595
 Helsinki, Finland, 5 July 1998

Meri and Marko, respectively a secretary and a free-lance worker, have three dreams for the year 2000 – to have a fourth child, visit Australia for the 2000 Olympics, and at the same time see their daughter Sanna-Mari win a gold for judo.

596
Helsinki, Finland, 6 July 1998

Jyrki never takes off his fisherman’s vest. He is from northern Lapland, and that’s where he spends his family holidays during the long winter months of darkness. “In summer there are too many mosquitoes,” he explains laconically.
598 
Kuopio, Finland, 6 July 1998

 
Kirsi is a divorced mother and housewife studying to become a nurse. She spends the day with her children and dogs. She has five dogs of the same breed and enters them for grooming and beauty competitions. What would she like for the new millennium? “First prize in a competition for my dogs.”

599
Kuopio, Finland, 7 July 1998

“I gave birth to my first son during an obstetrics class at university. So Marti reckons I had my children to help me through my exams!” says Annaleena, laughing. She’s a doctor, and he has set up a medical equipment distribution business, which is doing really well. “Our plans? Another child or two, and a trip to Australia.”

600
  Kuopio, Finland, 7 July 1998



Hanna and Jukka met at school when they were 16. They studied medicine together, and now practise in the same surgery. For the new millennium they’d like a fourth child and they’re keen to visit a major exhibition of the “1000 Families”, to meet people from all over the world. We wouldn’t be surprised if Maija (10) became an actress…

601
Lappeenranta, Finland, 8 July 1998

Carpenter Jari worked for three years helping build a soda-pop factory not far from St. Petersburg. “I liked it there a lot, but I came home every weekend to see my family.” They live in a house in the forest, and have a sauna which they use en famille.

602
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10 July 1998

Eleven-year-old Dima wants to be like his father and become a cycling coach and top-class sportsman. Nadia, who’s a hairdresser, hopes that her daughter Olga will be tempted to follow in her footsteps.

603
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10 July 1998

They were born in St. Petersburg, and the moment they leave the city they get homesick. Vera is studying German to become an interpreter. Sergei restores lead toy soldiers. Andrew (17) is going to study law. And at the weekend they all sell souvenirs to the crowds of Russian and foreign tourists. In the new millennium they’re expecting “something special, but nice” to happen. “We’re optimists!”

604
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10 July 1998

We immortalized Elena and Sergei on the day of their wedding, in the gardens of Peter the Great’s  Summer Palace. The immediate future means celebrating the event with the family around a traditional table, then going on a honeymoon, during which they will be visiting their old grandmother, who wasn’t able to attend the ceremony. “And then perhaps a baby in 2000 ... ,” adds Elena, with a clap of laughter.

605
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10 July 1998

“Kirill’s job? I don’t know, it’s a secret. What are my interests? My daughter and my husband,” Valya tells us. She’s a young mother who’s studying languages.

606
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10 July 1998

Alexei and Larissa aren’t easy to interview. When asked when they were married, they sidestep the question: “Our family’s as old as our child.” As for finding out how old Larissa is ... “A mother’s always young.” But they readily tell us about their recent trip to Finland, where “people drink more vodka than in Russia.” Their ambition is “to travel as much as possible and find out what people in other places are like.”

607
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10 July 1998

Sergei and Irina sell all sorts of things – including little busts of Lenin – to tourists visiting Peter the Great’s gardens and the  Palace. Sergei would like to do something else, but it’s not easy to find a job. “I hope the situation will get better in our country,” he says.

608
St. Petersburg, Russia, 10 July 1998

Like his father, Alexander is a career soldier. He's been in uniform for 19 years. He met Larissa at the military hospital, where she is a nurse. "A family is forever. That Communist party slogan still means everything it used to. I do nothing without my family, it's my nature" he explains. As a farewell gift, he offered us a Russian camera, saying: "It's really reliable. When your Rolleiflex is on the blink, it will help you out."
609 
Tartumaa, Estonia, 12 July 1998



 “We’re hoping we won’t join the European community, we’re too small a country. We want to hang on to our identity, and our economic situation wouldn’t be any better.” Pilvi has a garage, and repairs anything that breaks down – tractors, cars, motorbikes and lawn mowers ... Enn works for an insurance company. The whole family is optimistic, and believes that Estonia will be prosperous in the near future.

611
Tartu, Estonia, 12 July 1998

Three generations under the same roof, with the same message to all families: “Peace and Love.” Endel and Aino, the grandparents, love roses, and grow them in two large greenhouses (vital in Estonia because of the climate), then sell them at Tartu market. Vello supervises the truck maintenance department in a transport firm. Helgi is a chemist in a research laboratory. English teacher Kristi acted as our interpreter. In the holidays she works at a travel agency, and dreams of faraway, exotic lands ...

612
Tartu, Estonia, 12 July 1998

We surprised them picking strawberries in their field. The parents live off their small farm. Their daughter Triinu works in a furniture factory.

613
Tartu, Estonia, 12 July 1998

It’s Saturday, a day for getting together and talking things over with the family – and above all for the weekly sauna, an essential ritual that takes place at home, at the parents’ farm.

614
Langstini, Latvia, 14 July 1998

Gunars was enlisted in the German air defence corps in 1944, until he was taken prisoner by the Americans. After spending five years in a camp  he was given the option of emigrating to an English-speaking country. That’s how he ended up in Australia, where he lived for 26 years before returning to his parents’ village,  “Without Hilda, who’s retired but still working in a centre for handicapped children, we’d never make ends meet. My son hasn’t found any work, and in this country the whole economy is in the hands of the Russians. But we haven’t given up hope that things will get better”.

615 
Riga, Latvia, 14 July 1998

The two sisters with their husbands, their children and their children’s dolls have taken to spending summers in the country with the family. They have very different jobs: musician, cabinet-maker, clerk and housewife, but their love of Latvian music and folklore is what binds them together. As it happens, Jeva and Janis (on the left) met at a song festival, and Ilse and Eylis met during an evening of folk-dancing. We wish them many summers filled with song and sun.

617
Riga, Latvia, 14 July 1998

Their story started “in the twinkling of an eye,” Martins recounts, talking about their meeting 36 years ago. She was a fine arts student and he was a soldier in the Russian army. Nowadays, Gunta is in charge of a museum car park. “In 2000,” she says, “I’d like to forget all about this job, which is just a way of earning money, and get back to art, drawing and painting.” Martins works at the police school, where he runs the equipment maintenance unit, and everything to do with electronics in particular. “Life gets faster and faster, and we don’t have time to stop and look at things – no time to savour things. We’re still optimistic, thanks to our children. They’re the real beginning of our lives. Anyway, the children are my creation ...,” adds Martins, only half in jest.

618
Vilnius, Lithuania, 15 July 1998

Ingrida and Kestutis make an ideal couple in that she loves collecting mushrooms and he loves eating them. Apart from this pastime, he’s the manager of a hi-fi shop and she teaches English – and has a passion for literature.

619
Vilnius, Lithuania, 16 July 1998

Ricardas works as a security guard. Jurga’s a sociologist, and is hoping to find a job in a government-owned firm that handles social data. The new millennium? “We don’t have any special plans, just to work, earn money, and try to be happy.”

620
Vilnius, Lithuania, 16 July 1998

Vale designs the clothes she gets made and then sells from home. Her husband Jonas runs a cosmetics company which employs 60 people. His father Tomas teaches computer science and is eagerly looking forward to 2000, when he retires. “‘A man must give birth to a son, plant a tree and build a house,’ an old Lithuanian proverb says. I myself only have the house to finish,” Tomas tells us. His wife teaches maths, and much appreciates those moments when the family is all together, children and grandchildren alike.

621
Vilnius, Lithuania, 16 July 1998

They are part of the Polish community that’s been living in Lithuania for many generations. The children go to the Polish school and speak Polish at home. Mavian has a very small farm and they live off selling potatoes, peas and the milk provided by their two cows. They wish all the world’s families happiness, good health and basic creature comforts.

622
Siauliai, Lithuania, 16 July 1998

“He’s not very gentle and he’s not that handsome, but he’s a real man, and women are crazy about his eyes!” That’s how Jurate describes her husband, whom she married in 1985. And remembering their social situation, she goes on mischievously: “But you know, he’s got four employees, and I’ve got 40.” He runs a hairdressing salon, she runs a transport company. Their hobby is “shopping for clothes.” Even Arnas, who’s ten, isn’t averse to that. “To live to a ripe old age,” is Jurate’s ambition.

623
Vilnius, Lithuania, 16 July 1998

Kestas, a thoroughly modern man, uses the Internet as a hobby and in fact as a job – buying and selling stamps and envelopes from all over the world. His wife Rasa is assistant to the presidential adviser on social, cultural and educational affairs. She’s very confident about the future of her country, which celebrates ten years of independence in 2000. Augustinas, the skater, and Jeronimas, the fisherman, would make the most of the get-together to meet girls of their own age.

624
Minsk, Belarus, 17 July 1998

Valera is a traffic policeman and Marina a cleaning woman at the school. The whole family lives in one room in a residential block in the suburbs of Minsk. Valera and Marina spend their spare time in their kitchen garden, growing the vegetables they need to feed the family. Their great ambition is to be able to buy a flat with several rooms.

625
Minsk, Belarus, 18 July 1998

Stanislava (in the middle), surrounded by her mother, an uncle and one of her brothers with his wife and children, is visiting the family dacha. She loves  ballet, and works in the ticket office at the opera. She is thrilled with the job, which gives her a chance to see her idols close up. Her dream is to visit western countries.

626
Minsk, Belarus, 18 July 1998

The Kolesnikovs share a passion for the French language and French-speaking countries. It was Vadim’s grandmother who made him study French, and he’s never regretted it. Every year they organize a visit by French students to Minsk, to familiarise young people in Belarus with the language of Voltaire and the young French visitors with their hosts’ friendliness and joie de vivre. “We’d love to attend the 10th conference of French teachers, which as it happens is being held in Paris in 2000.”

627
Mir, Belarus, 19 July 1998

Viktor works on a collective farm, where he’s in charge of the calves, cows and pigs. At weekends he likes exploring places round about. In fact we met him with his children and parents in the park of the castle at Mir. “My wishes for the future are simple – happiness and peace.”

628
Minsk, Belarus, 19 July 1998

A couple of decision-makers: he heads a company dealing in metals and she’s the manager of a contemporary furniture shop. Every weekend they go off exploring their country. They are the best illustration of their own motto: “Stay together and get along.”

629
Minsk, Belarus, 19 July 1998

They like Belarus, but see their future in a politically “more stable” country. They plan on emigrating to Canada in 2000.

630

Bohuslav, Ukraine, 21 July 1998

It’s not for reasons of vanity or stylishness that Oleg has gold teeth. They’re a gift from the former USSR to a combatant who lost his own teeth in Afghanistan, where he did three years’ military service and ended up being seriously wounded. Today Oleg is a security guard in a radio components factory. Tatyana, who stopped working at the Chernobyl nuclear power station the year of the disaster, hopes to find work in the vegetable canning factory just a stones’ throw away. They live with Oleg’s parents in a village near Kiev. 

631
Bohuslav, Ukraine, 21 July 1998

A very devout convert to Protestantism, Vassily lost his job in the army because he refused to carry a weapon. Now on the dole, he’s hoping to find work in a factory, but he’s not very optimistic. Tatyana is expecting a fourth child – hopefully a little girl. They have three messages to pass on to the families of the world: “Have lots of children. May they take care of their parents, and may peace reign in the family. Believe in God!”

632
Bohuslav, Ukraine, 21 July 1998



“The motorbike’s replacing the horse. These days, we’re getting to grips with technology,” announces Vassily philosophically. And he goes on: “The bike’s a gift from a friend who doesn’t need it any more. He drives about in big cars now ... ” Life is easier with the side-car, which is used for everything from fetching spuds from their garden two and half miles [four km] away to taking their grandchildren Vadim and Dimitri for outings, during the children’s holiday visits. By way of a goodbye, they wished us a happy journey, “full of flowers.”

633
Kiev, Ukraine, 21 July 1998

In a month’s time, their only daughter and her family are moving to the United States. Igor and Marie are planning to see them there in 2000. Between now and then, Marie, a doctor, hopes to have time not only to brush up her English, but above all to finish editing the last 5000-odd pages of her second medical dictionary. She has already notched up eight medical manuals aimed at Ukrainian students. She says: “Medicine is a passion that comes to me from above – it’s an inner need.” Her sister Tatyana and her niece Olga are included in the family photo.
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Lvov, Ukraine, 23 July 1998

Vadym and Nadiya have set up a family clothing business, with Vadym designing and Nadiya doing the sewing. Once the collection is finished, it’s sold to relatives, friends and acquaintances. The children take dance classes at the national conservatory, and Timur, who’s ten and quite gifted, is already taking part in national competitions.
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 Lvov, Ukraine, 23 July 1998

For the photo, we lured them from the pond beside which they spend Saturday afternoons with the family. Sergei is a construction worker and hopes there’ll be lasting economic improvement in the Ukraine. They are both 21 and are hoping to have a little girl by 2000.
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Lvov, Ukraine, 23 July 1998

Ivan is a ‘house-husband’. He’s the one who does the cooking, the housework, and helps grandma take care of the children while Vira is at her job in the factory.

641
Cracow, Poland, 24 July 1998

Irenevsz and Janina look after their grandchildren during the school holidays. They have a farm, and it’s their son who makes sure it runs smoothly. Apart from her grandchildren, Janina keeps a very close eye on her husband’s health, because he worked for many long years in a mine.

642
Katowice, Poland, 25 July 1998

First they showed us the photo taken for their 50th wedding anniversary together with all the other couples in the area who celebrated their golden wedding over the year. “It’s even signed by the Polish president.” They’re very proud of their large new house and explain: “There are three families, three bathrooms and three separate front doors.”
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  Tylmanova, Poland, 26 July 1998




We met the mother with two of her children in front of Sunday church.

Though welcoming and nice, the family didn’t want to give us their name and address. They’d heard of sects that steal Polish children to turn them into beggars and were somewhat worried we has a similar plan. She’s a housewife, he’s a mechanic and carpenter. They built their house with help from friends. They’re very keen to travel the world and see life elsewhere.
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 Tylmanowa, Poland, 26 July 1998



Josef is a farmer, but spends lots of time at church, and writing and illustrating religious poems for his friends and children. With almost 700 poems and eleven children to his credit, Josef is not short of work. “We are living like gypsies in just one room until we have a bit of money to finish the outside wall of the next room, which, for the time being, lets the cold mountain air through.” The grandmother seems delighted by all the fuss: “This is a real kindergarten here.” Even Josef is still optimistic: “Life is fine,” he tells us. This is also the title of one of the poems he’s dedicated to the “1000 Families”.
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Banskà Stiavnica,   Slowakia, 27 July 1998

Zuzana runs a guest-house located near the town centre, in a very old building. She’s learning German “because of all the tourists, but also because it’s a beautiful language,” and she loves “bargain-hunting in flea markets and antique shops.” While she does that, Pavel gardens in his “botanical garden” wearing military uniform, but “only because of his love of nature, nothing to do with military engineering.” He recently took up playing the violin, having abandoned his trumpet. The small photo on his violin shows his son, a singer and musician, who’s got a contract in the south of Spain. 
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Banská Štiavnica, Slovakia, 27 July 1998

They fell in love at first sight in a disco one Saturday night. Housewife Ida and Lobomir, a sales assistant in a food shop, dream of building their own house for the new millennium.
651
Hubrinova, Czech Republic, 29 July 1998

They like sharing their passions even if they’re not the same. Robert is mad about computers, and designs programs for industrial machinery. Marie loves ice hockey (especially the world champion national team) and horse-riding. For the time being they’re still living with their parents, but are hoping to have their own flat by 2000.
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Prague, Czech Republic, 29 July 1998

The family wasn’t all present and correct! Missing were six dogs which they pamper and enter in beauty contests, where one of them has already won a second prize. Zdenek works for a company that demolishes disused factories, and Tania is a manicurist. Their dream – that their dogs become international stars.
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Prague, Czech Republic, 29 July 1998

Jana gave up her career as the school softball team coach so she could look after her children. She still finds time to design “very youthful” evening dresses, which she sells at a trendy boutique in the old town. Pavel is an executive in a company that dismantles factories.
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Odenthal, Germany, 31 July 1998

According to Ingrid, Peter’s a great handyman. He can take to pieces any household appliance or garden machine you care to mention ... “and put it back together again,” he adds. When he’s not being handy, Peter is an accountant specializing in programming management computers, and great cycling enthusiast. Ingrid dreams of painting, but the garden, the home, Vanessa and her active involvement in local village and school life don’t leave her with much free time. Vanessa for her part is overworked by her guinea pig, her stamp collection and her homework. Christian is also very busy with his architectural studies and his favourite pastime, the computer. 
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Kürten, Germany, 31 July 1998

“We were looking for parking places, and we found each other.” This is how Helmut and Ingrid describe their first meeting, 35 years ago. Ingrid is very proud of having taught her boys how to cook, even if they claim they’ve never opened the many cookbooks their mum’s given them! This difference of opinion in no way encroaches on the good humour and perfect understanding that reign over this merry portrait session. 
787
Dachau, Germany, 8 December 1998

Manuela and Winny with their two “babies”. What they like best is going places on their motorbike, and they spend most of the year on the roads of Asia and the Americas. When they’re not travelling, they’re working so they can hit the road again. “We spend very little when we’re at home, and all our savings go toward the next journey. We are among the 0.01% of Germans who don’t own a television.” This photo was taken in El Valle, Panama.

1200 
Fresnay-en-Retz, France, 4 February 2000

We met Bernard and Véronique in Vietnam on one of their many trips. As importers of craft objects from Bali, they make the most of their business trips to stay on and visit South East Asia with their family. Véronique teaches her children. “It’s not too hard for the time being, but when they’re older we’ll have to see.” Hobbies? “We never have time, but one day we’d really like to take courses in something – maybe drumming or pottery.”

2003

Kürten, Germany, 10 January 1996

Werner runs the farm – sheep and poultry plus a donkey and Oscar, the goose in the foreground, the boys’ best friend ... Annette still works as a nurse, and looks after the children and the home.

